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1
DRIVING A LIGHT EMITTING DIODE
CIRCUIT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to an apparatus for driving a first light
emitting diode circuit. The invention further relates to a
device comprising the apparatus and the first light emitting
diode circuit.

Examples of such a device are lamps and other consumer
and/or professional products that provide light via light emit-
ting diode circuits.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

US 2010/0194274 discloses in general a light emitting
diode arrangement with bypass driving and discloses more in
particular in FIG. 9A a first light emitting diode circuit 10, a
first switch 12 for, in a first conducting mode, bypassing the
first light emitting diode circuit 10, and a serial connection of
afirst capacitor 13 and an additional switch 14. The additional
switch 14 prevents, in the first conducting mode, the first
capacitor 13 from being discharged via the first switch 12. As
described in the paragraphs 0091, 0100 and 0101, the first
capacitor 13 needs to be prevented from being discharged via
the first switch 12 to reduce switch-on delay.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved
apparatus. Further objects of the invention are to provide
devices each comprising an improved apparatus.

According to a first aspect, an apparatus is provided for
driving a first light emitting diode circuit, the apparatus com-
prising
first and second terminals to be connected to the first light

emitting diode circuit,

a first capacitor connected to the first and second terminals,

a first switch for, in a first conducting mode, bypassing the
first light emitting diode circuit, and

a first diode for, in the first conducting mode, preventing the
first capacitor from being discharged via the first switch.

The apparatus comprises a first diode for, in the first con-
ducting mode, preventing the first capacitor from being dis-
charged via the first switch. Such a first diode is simpler and
cheaper and more robust than an additional switch and does
not require a control. These are great advantages that show
that an improved apparatus has been created.

An embodiment of the apparatus is defined in that it further
comprises
a further terminal, the first diode being connected to the

further terminal and to one of the first and second termi-

nals, and the first switch being connected to the further
terminal and to the other one of the first and second termi-
nals. This is an advantageous construction.

An embodiment of the apparatus is defined in that the
apparatus is further arranged for driving a second light emit-
ting diode circuit, the apparatus further comprising
third and fourth terminals to be connected to the second light

emitting diode circuit,

a second capacitor connected to the third and fourth termi-
nals,

a second switch for, in a second conducting mode, bypassing
the second light emitting diode circuit, and

a second diode for, in the second conducting mode, prevent-
ing the second capacitor from being discharged via the
second switch.
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An embodiment of the apparatus is defined in that it further
comprises
ayet further terminal, the second diode being connected to the

yet further terminal and to one of the third and fourth

terminals and the second switch being connected to the yet
further terminal and to the other one of the third and fourth
terminals.

An embodiment of the apparatus is defined by the first and
second light emitting diode circuits providing light of differ-
ent color temperatures, the apparatus further comprising
a controller for controlling the first and second switches in

response to information for creating an overall color tem-

perature that is independent of a component temperature
and/or a dimming mode.

The information may be derived from a table or from a
measurement of an overall light intensity or from measure-
ments of individual light intensities per light emitting diode
circuit or from a measurement of an overall current or from
measurements of individual currents per light emitting diode
circuit etc.

According to a second aspect, a device is provided com-
prising the apparatus as defined above and further comprising
the first light emitting diode circuit. Preferably, the first light
emitting diode circuit comprises one light emitting diode or
two or more light emitting diodes connected to each other.
This may be a serial connection, a parallel connection, or a
combination of both.

According to a third aspect, a device is provided compris-
ing the apparatus as defined above and further comprising the
first and second light emitting diode circuits. Preferably, each
one of the first and second light emitting diode circuits com-
prises one light emitting diode or two or more light emitting
diodes connected to each other. This may be a serial connec-
tion, a parallel connection, or a combination of both.

An insight could be that an additional switch is more com-
plex and more expensive and requires a control, and a basic
idea could be that such an additional switch is to be replaced
by a diode that is simpler and cheaper and more robust and
does not require a control.

The problem of providing an improved apparatus has been
solved. An advantage could be that the apparatus is simpler
and cheaper and more robust and does not require a control
for an additional switch.

These and other aspects of the invention will be apparent
from and elucidated with reference to the embodiments
described hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings:
FIG. 1 shows a first embodiment of a device, and
FIG. 2 shows a second embodiment of a device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

In FIG. 1, a first embodiment of a device is shown. The
device is connected to a current source 100. One side of the
current source 100 is connected to a first terminal 11 that is
connected to a first contact of a first switch 41 and to a first
contact of a first capacitor 31 and to a first contact of a first
light emitting diode circuit 1. A second contact of the first
light emitting diode circuit 1 is connected to a second terminal
12 that is connected to a second contact of the first capacitor
31 and to a first contact of a first diode 51. A second contact of
the first diode 51 is connected to a further terminal 13 that is
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connected to a second contact of the first switch 41 and to
another side of the current source 100. The first switch 41 is
controlled via a controller 10.

In FIG. 2, a second embodiment of a device is shown. The
device is connected to a current source 100. One side of the
current source 100 is connected to a further terminal 13 that is
connected to a first contact of a first switch 41 and to a first
contact of a first diode 51. A second contact of the first diode
51 is connected to a first terminal 11 that is connected to a first
contact of a first capacitor 31 and to a first contact of a first
light emitting diode circuit 1. A second contact of the first
light emitting diode circuit 1 is connected to a second terminal
12 that is connected to a second contact of the first capacitor
31 and to a second contact of the first switch 41 and to a yet
further terminal 23 that is connected to a first contact of a
second switch 42 and to a first contact of a second diode 52.
A second contact of the second diode 52 is connected to a
third terminal 21 that is connected to afirst contact ofa second
capacitor 32 and to a first contact of a second light emitting
diode circuit 2. A second contact of the second light emitting
diode circuit 2 is connected to a fourth terminal 22 that is
connected to a second contact of the second capacitor 32 and
to asecond contact of the second switch 42 and to another side
of the current source 100. The first and second switches 41
and 42 are controlled via a controller 10.

Each capacitor 31, 32 can be any kind of capacitor. Each
switch 41, 42 can be any kind of switch. Each diode 51,52 can
be any kind of diode. Each light emitting diode circuit 1, 2
may comprise one light emitting diode or two or more light
emitting diodes in whatever kind of serial and/or parallel
construction.

By virtue of the introduction of diodes 51, 52, the capaci-
tors 31, 32 are no longer discharged, when in the conductive
mode, via the switches 41, 42. As a result, prior art switches
(not shown, see for example US 2010/0194274) to be con-
nected serially to the capacitors 31, 32 (in branches located in
parallel to the light emitting diode circuits 1, 2) are no longer
required for reducing switch-on delays. In view of this it must
be noted that said prior art switches have not just been
replaced by said diodes 51, 52 in an obvious way. In addition,
the diodes 51, 52 had to be given different locations (outside
said branches).

The controller 10 controls the switches 41, 42 in response
to information, for example, such that the light emitting diode
circuits 1, 2 together provide an overall color temperature that
is independent of a component temperature and/or a dimming
mode. To achieve this, the light emitting diode circuits 1, 2
may each provide light of different color temperatures, and
the information may be derived from a table and/or from a
measurement of an overall light intensity or from measure-
ments of individual light intensities per light emitting diode
circuit 1, 2 and/or from a measurement of an overall current or
from measurements of individual currents per light emitting
diode circuit 1, 2 etc.

Clearly, at least one of the first and second and further
terminals 11, 12, 13 may coincide with at least one of the third
and fourth and yet further terminals 21, 22, 23.

The capacitors 31, 32 may have a smoothing function
and/or an equalizing function and/or a buffering function etc.
In view of this it must be noted that if said prior art switches,
connected serially to the capacitors 31, 32 (in branches
located in parallel to the light emitting diode circuits 1, 2), are
replaced by diodes (inside said branches) the capacitors 31,32
will lose at least part of their functions.

The devices shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 comprise all compo-
nents shown usually apart from the current source 100. A
device may be sold including the light emitting diode
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circuit(s) 1, 2 and including or excluding the controller 10.
Alternatively, an apparatus may be sold excluding any light
emitting diode circuit and including or excluding the control-
ler 10.

Summarizing, an apparatus for driving a light emitting
diode circuit 1 comprises first and second terminals 11, 12 to
be connected to the light emitting diode circuit 1, a capacitor
31 connected to the first and second terminals 11, 12, a switch
41 for, in a conducting mode, bypassing the light emitting
diode circuit 1, and a diode 51 for, in the conducting mode,
preventing the capacitor 31 from being discharged via the
switch 41. In this way, a reduced switch-on delay is realized
without an additional switch being required for activating and
deactivating said capacitor 31. The diode 51 is simpler and
cheaper and more robust than such an additional switch and
does not require a control. Preferably, the apparatus com-
prises a further terminal 13, wherein the diode 51 is connected
to the further terminal 13 and to one of the first and second
terminals 11, 12, and the switch 41 is connected to the further
terminal 13 and to the other one of the first and second
terminals 11, 12.

While the invention has been illustrated and described in
detail in the drawings and foregoing description, such illus-
tration and description are to be considered illustrative or
exemplary and not restrictive; the invention is not limited to
the disclosed embodiments. Other variations to the disclosed
embodiments can be understood and effected by those skilled
in the art in practicing the claimed invention, from a study of
the drawings, the disclosure, and the appended claims. In the
claims, the word “comprising” does not exclude other ele-
ments or steps, and the indefinite article “a” or “an” does not
exclude a plurality. The mere fact that certain measures are
recited in mutually different dependent claims does not indi-
cate that a combination of these measures cannot be used to
advantage. Any reference signs in the claims should not be
construed as limiting the scope.

The invention claimed is:

1. An apparatus for driving a first light emitting diode
circuit, the apparatus comprising

first and second terminals to be connected to the first light

emitting diode circuit,

afirst capacitor connected to the first and second terminals,

a first switch for, in a first conducting mode, bypassing the

first light emitting diode circuit such that no current
flows through the first light emitting diode circuit, and

a first diode for, in the first conducting mode, preventing

the first capacitor from being discharged via the first
switch, and

a further terminal, the first diode (51) being connected to

the further terminal and to one of the first and second
terminals, and the first switch being connected to the
further terminal and to the other one of the first and
second terminals.

2. The apparatus as defined in claim 1, the apparatus further
being arranged for driving a second light emitting diode cir-
cuit, the apparatus further comprising

third and fourth terminals to be connected to the second

light emitting diode circuit,

a second capacitor connected to the third and fourth termi-

nals,

a second switch for, in a second conducting mode, bypass-

ing the second light emitting diode circuit, and

a second diode for, in the second conducting mode, pre-

venting the second capacitor from being discharged via
the second switch.
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3. The apparatus as defined in claim 2, further comprising

ayet further terminal, the second diode being connected to
the yet further terminal and to one of the third and fourth
terminals, and the second switch being connected to the
yet further terminal and to the other one of the third and 5
fourth terminals.

4. The apparatus as defined in claim 2, the first and second
light emitting diode circuits providing light of different color
temperatures, the apparatus further comprising

a controller for controlling the first and second switches in 10

response to information for creating an overall color
temperature that is independent of a component tem-
perature and/or a dimming mode.

5. A device comprising the apparatus as defined in claim 2
and further comprising the first and second light emitting 15
diode circuits.

6. The device as defined in claim 5, each one of the first and
second light emitting diode circuits comprising one light
emitting diode or two or more light emitting diodes connected
to each other. 20

7. A device comprising the apparatus as defined in claim 1
and further comprising the first light emitting diode circuit.

8. The device as defined in claim 7, the first light emitting
diode circuit comprising one light emitting diode or two or
more light emitting diodes connected to each other. 25
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